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Airports Company South Africa broke records and achieved a historic milestone in 2016 with its network of nine airports 
reaching and passing the 39 million passenger mark for the year. At the end of December 2016, 39.7 million passengers had 
been facilitated, a 5.4% increase from 2015.

The three main international gateways all achieved significant firsts with O.R. Tambo International Airport exceeding 20 
million passengers, Cape Town International Airport processing 10 million passengers and King Shaka International Airport 
processing more than 5 million passengers for the year. 

In terms of percentage growth, King Shaka International Airport recorded the highest overall growth for the year with an 
8.45% increase, Cape Town International coming in second with a growth of 7.3% and in third place, O. R. Tambo 
International Airport with a 3.8% increase.

ANNUAL PASSENGER STATISTICS
Domestic:
Domestic Arrivals rose to 13.6 million passengers, an increase of 5.3% from the previous year. Domestic Departures also 
experienced an increase with 13.7 million passengers, a 5.3% increase from 2015.

International:
International Arrivals increased by 5.3% with 5.4 million passengers whilst International Departures rose by a notable 
5.8% to 5.5 million passengers.

Regional (Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho & Swaziland):
Travel to neighbouring countries remained healthy with Regional Arrivals going up by 6.0% to 567 254 passengers, whilst 
Regional Departures went up 6.4% with 565 702 passengers due to the festive season.

QUARTERLY PASSENGER STATISTICS
Domestic traffic growth in the fourth quarter of 2016 slowed down, with Arrivals only increasing by 1.4% and Departures 
only going up by a marginal 1.2% compared to the same period in 2015.

The strongest driver of passenger growth in the final quarter was International Departures, which saw a growth of 7.5% 
and International Arrivals with a recorded 7.1% increase. This was also due to the summer holidays, which is traditionally 
one of the busiest travel seasons in South Africa.
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The total Arrivals and Departures figures include International, Regional and Domestic passenger numbers.

NUMBERS IN MILLIONS NUMBERS IN MILLIONS

20
14

20
14

20
15

20
15

20
16

20
16

N
U

M
BE

R
S 

IN
 T

H
O

U
SA

N
D

S

N
U

M
BE

R
S 

IN
 T

H
O

U
SA

N
D

S

1 
60

3

1 
57

3

1 
73

8

1 
70

3

1 
81

3

1 
7

79

1 
78

1

1 
80

8

1 
85

1

1 
86

5

1 
49

9

1 
51

3

1 
60

0

1 
61

9

1 
6

64

1 
67

6

1 
66

5

1 
68

9

OCT OCTOCT OCTOCT OCTNOV NOVNOV NOVNOV NOVDEC DECDEC DECDEC DEC

2014 20142015 20152016 2016


